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from everyone here at BRISScpdult. 23% of new women presented for experi-

We have started the year off well and are pleasgaceS adult rape alone.

to say that we have a very short waitlist for courd-he women who accessed our services for the first
selling at the moment. Support workers, Alisontime in the 04-05 financial year identified 85% of
Barbara, and Amanda have been joined by Sar@erpetrators as male and 7% as female. No gen-
and Helen, who are in locum support work posider was recorded for 8% of perpetrators. There
tions at BRISSC until the end of April. Our admivas a familial relationship (parents, step-parents,
worker, Heidi and finance worker, Kerry also cogiblings) to the woman in 45% of perpetrators.
tinue their fabulous and much appreciated workMoreover, 17% of perpetrators were identified as

_ friends or acquaintances’ of women. Therefore,
BRISSC is very pleased to announce that the  for women coming to BRISSC for their first time,

CRUISE Resource ( 62% knew the perpetrator. The relationship of the
1o " g # $ 1 perpetrator to the woman was not disclosed for
0,
$ $ ) is being reprinted and will be 9% of perpetrators.

available for order in March. Please see the re-BRISSC recently receiveda ! #
source order form in this newsletter to order your  from an anonymous donor. Part of the dona-

new copy. Many thanks go out to the dedicated;qn yill be used to purchase yoga mats for an up-
group of young women who have been involveq.iiing series of free yoga classes that will be hel
this project, to BRISSC workers, and to the Zonfg \niomen'’s House (see the What's Happening
Club of Brisbane for a financial donation—all  getion for more info). We would like to acknowl-
have been integral in ensuring that this mnovatlgage this donor’s generosity and warmly thank

and important resource has been reprinted. her for making this class possible.
BRISSC continues to be involved in the training
police officers witle " 1&" #

IP{/ou would like to ( :

you could make a tax deductible monetary contri-
(QPS). Detectives receive one week of hytion or you could donate an item from our wish
training on responding to complaints of sexual list. Our wish list will be updated regularly, but
violence and BRISSC (as well as other sexual dsere are some of the things we’re currently seek-
sault services) has been invited to be a panel ing:

member as part of these trainings. We hope to - A punching bag (a big one) and gloves
continue to work with QPS in the months to come. Art supplies for our hArt space group

- , _ A book voucher from Open Leaves or Avid
Our auspicing body, The Women's Community  geader for us to buy books for our library.

Aid Association (WCAA) held its " # . A portable stereo for women’s groups

"$ on November 302005. The - Musical instruments to use in women’s groups
AGM report outlines in detail all the wonderful ~ |f you want to make a cash donation to BRISSC,
and amazing work BRISSC undertook in the prepfou can do it in person or send us a cheque,

ous year—I don’t have enough space here to wrifgade out to Women's Community Aid Associa-
about it all, but | will highlight some of tion QLD Ltd. We will then post out a tax receipt

, . to you.
' from last financial year (July

04 — June — 05). BRISSC responded to 804 sup-
port calls; supported 237 women face-to-face—of
which 55 women were accessing support for their
first time at BRISSC. For women accessing
BRISSC counselling services for the first time,
child sexual assault (CSA) continues to be the
greater presenting reason with 57% of new
women presenting for experiences of childhood
sexual violence alone and another 12% present-
ing with experiences of both CSA and rape as an



Court Licenced Abuse
Following the success of her first book Surviving t

Not For Sale-

Legal System (also available from our library) Carog=dited by Christine Stark and Rebecca Whisnéafs.
lyn Taylor’s latest book Court Licensed Abuse egBogollec‘uon of essays connects feminist perspectines

some of the fundamental flaws in the legal preces
that inhibit fact-finding and neu-
trality. Taylor documents and
analyses court transcripts of sev-
eral cases to highlight dominant
narratives that continue to under-
mine the outcomes for child victims
of sexual abuse. The author's in-
tent is to contribute to contempo-
rary debates about the nature of
law and its response to child sex-
ual abuse.

the sex industry with radical cri-
tiques of racism, poverty, milita-
rism, and unbridled corporate
capitalism, and show how the
harms of prostitution and pornog-
raphy are amplified by contempo-
rary technologies of mass commu-
nication. Bringing together re-
search, testimony, and theory by
more than thirty writers and activ-
ists from different countries and
generations, including a number of

courageous industry survivors, Not For Sale is both
vital contribution to ongoing debates and a call to
action and resistance.

Sister girl - Jackie Huggins

Jackie is a Bidjara/Birri
Gubba Juru woman who has
strong community links to
Cherbourg, and has been
described as “the Bell
Hooks* of the Australian
literary and intellectual
world”. Sister Girl is a se-
ries of essays that examine
race and gender oppression

The Reclaiming Anthology

Various authors - Edited by
Melina Magdalena

The impact of trauma is often

perceived as a shattering of

identity. In healing, survivors

seek to reclaim and reconnect

with parts of themselves that

they feel have been lost or taken away. The reaigim

in Aboriginal lives. Drawing on a range of her pub- @nthology: healing our wounds offers an inspiring
lished and previously unpublished material Hugginscollection of writings from a culturally diverse xmof

sis of what it is to be Indigenous and, especially,

have expressed their experiences of trauma and heal

Indigenous woman, in Australia today. *(Bell HodaksiNG, in ways that contradict society’s expectatidtmest

a radical Black American intellectual and academic,Vi
who teaches at Harvard University.)

ctims are permanently damaged people. Each of the

writers are gutsy, courageous, contemplative, pgrce

tive, creative, loving, spiritual and angry.

When Survivors Give Birth — by
Penny Simkin and Phyllis Klaus

This book is interesting and
helpful for survivors and people
supporting survivors, including
counsellors and doctors. In-
cludes practical info for under-
standing and healing the effects
of childhood sexual abuse for
women who are pregnant or
have given birth. Includes lots
of women'’s stories. Available
for purchase on
Www.amazon.com

Nikki Caro’s (director
of Whale Rider) latest
film North Country is
a powerful drama
based on the true
story of the landmark
sexual harassment
case. Viewers should
know that this movie
contains scenes of
sexual violence.
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Immigrant A support group for women from non-
Women's English speaking backgrounds who have
Support Service experienced domestic violence and/or

(IWSS) and the sexual assault .
Brisbane Rape

and Incest
Survivors Free childcare and lunch provided

Support Centre Session 1- Monday 13 March

(BRISSC) are Session 2 — Monday 20 March
Session 3 — Monday 27 March

running a new Session 4 — Monday 3 April
support group for Session 5 — Monday 24 April

women from
non— English
speaking Beata at IWSS on 3846 5400

backgrounds. or Amanda at BRISSC on 3391 2573

The group aims r""-'v

to provide a safe
space for women §
to come together,
explore emotions
and share

Each session will start at 9:30am and finishat 1.0  Opm.

If you are interested in joining please call:

...........

support
strategies.

" H#$ !
% %
"%
% & & (



)

International Women'’s Day Events Breaking the Silence

IWD Celebration Breakfast A non therapeutiself helpsupport group for

Tues March 7th at Wynnum Many Leagues WWOmMen who have experienced rape/sexual assault.
Club: Cost $15 This group is ongoing and allows new members to

Guest Speaker: Zoe Rathus join at any time.

Contact: Sue Britton 3488 4222 No bookings required, gold coin donations.
When: 1lam- 12.30 pm, Once a month, first

IWD Unifem Breakfast Friday of the month.

Tues March 7th at Brisbane Convention  \where: Womenspace, 12/14 Homebush Road

Centre; Cost $45 Kedron

Guest Speaker: Kirsty Sword Gusmao  contact Trish at Self Help QLD for more info

Contact: Georgina Pickers 3324 8848 07 3344 6919

IWD Picnic Brunch hosted by WWILD +

Wed March 8th; at Roma Street Parklands; !

Cost gold coin donation hArt space will continue in 2006,

Contact: WWILD 3262 9877 Wed 3:30—5 pm in the downstairs space. This is

a free, open afternoon, where women can come

IWD Speakers, Dance & Circus Workshops and explore there creative energy or just enjoy.
Wed. March 8th; at Davies Park, West End  Bring along your creativity and any contribu-

Contact: Spiral 3844 7733

IWD Festival and March -t $
Sat. March 11; 10:30 am-afternoon; at ()
Queen’s Park (opposite the Casino) * +,
Free—markets, marching, food and enter- '
tainment - L. C (&
“When Loving Hurts” 0 (( (
* 8 Week Group for women who've beeninor / (
are in abusive relationships. ' (
* No charge but bookings essential o 12"% #2%%  ( 3%
* Call Relationships Australia on 1300 364 4 356-  43$$' (
277 ‘7 ( "™#$ 381" '
Young Women’s Support Group Lre
*\Women aged between 12-25 years who af{®lltzleloJe=Vi\ N ol o][Sloieqel HaleTelolV/T gAY (T @RSTEDS
survivors of sexual assault abuse: Life Line, Redland Community Centre
* Call Erica or Adela at Zig Zag Young and Queensland Health.)

Women'’s Resource Centre on 3843 1823 MONTAGE GROUP
For women recovering from childhood

sexual abuse 9am-12 noon, 10 weeks, dates t

confirmed. Next FREE group to beheld in Wy
num. Ph: Samantha 3893 8111
CHRYSALIS GROUP
Free Program for non-offending parents of
children recovering from sexual abuse. 2hrs p
I"'4#$ week for 6 weeks.
Phone Christine on 3245 2117 or 3823 2555
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The Internet, or ‘the net’, provides a world wide re-
source of information on as many topics that you
can think of, including sexual violence. It has been
about 2 decades since the internet was created yet
there are still many people who do not know how to
access the internet.

To get on the net you first need a computer that is

connected to the internet and a web browser (e.g.

Internet Explorer). You can access internet com-

puters (complete with web browsers) at a commu-

nity internet access centre (the Women'’s House 3
library is one of these with 3 internet connected
computers), your local library, Women's Infolink
(located in the city) or visit a friend who is ‘on line’.
You may also be able to get assistance at these
places too.

Once you are at the computer all you have to do is !
click on the Internet Explorer icon (on the desk top,

start menu, programs list or on the shortcut bar at I won

the bottom of the screen) and you will be on the |

net. The easiest way to find websites is to know the ! #$
addresses so some sites that have a specific focus
on violence against women are listed here to help

get you started. I 9%

These websites have links/network pages that pro- #$l!

vide other web addresses that are about stopping

violence against women or other related topics. $"

Just click on the links (usually a web address with "0 0p18 I
underline) and the web browser will take you to the % ("

website. O G

Computer Users Survey

We would like to provide computer training to wonmenNomen’s House and to help us plan
this we want you to tell us what you want. Pleasmlete the following questionnaire and re-
turn to BRISSC at 15 Morrisey St. Woolloongabba2l®you could email your responses to
info@brissc.com.au.

If you had the opportunity to gain or improve y@omputer skills what would you like to learn?

Using the Internet Using e-mail Creating invitations/flyers
Letter/creative writing Using chat rooms Playing games

Scanning photo’s Creating budgets Creating resumés
Computer games Desktop publishing Creating slide shows
Other (please specify)

Do you prefer to learn in small workshop groupsor one to one

‘Do you want to be contacted about training (pleagmply contact info) .Thank you for taking
the time to complete this questionnaire.
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2.0 5 415 (
6%* 7
8944 4384 8%4 If you would like to give us feedback on our
services, including our newsletters, events,
6%* 7 workshops, website, telephone/face to face
8944 988 988 support or groups, please phone us on 3391
2573, email info@brissc.com.au, or write to us
# 6% 7 at 15 Morrisey Street Wooloongabba 4102.
8'8 88*
We value women'’s feedback and look for-
- E # < 89 ward to hearing ideas on how we can improve
6%* 7 our services.
8944 ++8 944
8'44'48 '44
6%* 7
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